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Failure through data - success through business intelligence
Business Intelligence is the ability to make better business decisions. However large volumes and disparate
storage of data often limit decision making and planning through inconsistent use of data from source systems
to reporting. Senetas helps business to maximise opportunities, optimize profit and drive competitive advantage
through more effective planning and decisions.

Unix, Linux and The Work
of the Devil

Graeme Philipson examines the real
lessons for the software industry of last
week’s SCO-Novell court ruling in the
US - CDN EXTRA, page 5

$72 billion bonanza:
fibre to drive Oz telco
growth in IP era

BUCKETTY, NSW — By 2015, annual revenue in
Australia’s telecoms industry will be $72 billion,
compared $34 billion this year, says industry com-

mentator Paul Budde.
Budde’s 2007 Australia — Telecoms Analyses and Fore-

casts takes a bullish view, predicting new and increasing
revenues flowing into the indus-
try as companies continue to ex-
plore and develop the digital me-
dia opportunities of IP, next-gen-
eration telecommunications
equipment.

These, Budde tips, will be car-
ried over the fibre networks de-
ployed deeper and deeper into
the network — as long as Aus-
tralia gets its regulatory system in order.

“Fibre networks will significantly increase the quality
and capacity of the infrastructure,” Budde writes. “They
will allow sectors such healthcare, education and energy
to deliver high-quality home services, such as video nurs-
ing to monitor elderly people and hospital patients who
have been discharged early from hospital.

“This will save costs significantly and increase avail-

ACT beats gun on FttH
CANBERRA — While the Federal Government and

rival telcos debate a national fibre-to-the-node network
(FttN), federal capital telco TransACT will start deploy-
ing fibre-to-the-home (FttH) from this month. The first
1500 recipients will be in the new suburb of Forde in the
Gungahlin district.

Tests started yesterday. The fibre network will be up
and running by the end of the month and connect to sub-
scribers over three years.

Project developers in Canberra, in conjunction with the
Land Development Agency, issued a tender for the FttH
project last year, which was subsequently won by Trans-
ACT. After a highly competitive tender process, involv-
ing eight other providers, Alcatel-Lucent was chosen as
the preferred technology provider.

Alcatel-Lucent, which is a major contractor, says resi-
dents will receive broadband speeds of up to 30Mbps,
subscription TV with real-time video on-demand and
unlimited free local calls to more than 30,000 other
TransACT phone customers.

Developers will give Forde residents $600 — the equiva-
lent of a six-month subscription — to encourage take up.

Quad-core Xeon gets new turn
of speed as chip battle heats up

SAN FRANCISCO — Intel has introduced faster ver-
sions of its Xeon chip for servers, as it seeks to stay ahead
of rival AMD’s Barcelona family of quad-core processors,
due on September 10, and new Opteron chips, due later
this month.

Intel is releasing a new 3GHz quad-core Xeon, replac-
ing a 2.66GHz model. AMD’s Barcelona chip is due to be
introduced at 2GHz, with a faster version due later in Q4

Quad-core chips have four processors on a single piece
of silicon, helping it handle multiple tasks simultaneously.
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ability of places/beds in hospitals and retirement vil-
lages. Continuing education and smart meters linked
to broadband smart grids are other key applications.

“To facilitate these developments new infrastruc-
ture is required, as well as a range of network capa-
bilities. Rather than continuing with the foolish de-
bate in Australia about who can best overbuild net-
works, under what conditions, and who can throw
more government money at these projects, we first
need to create a better regulatory environment, one
that is conducive to the development of this new na-
tional infrastructure.

“Rather than duplicating infrastructure we need to
look at sharing it. The best approach is to stimulate
the operational and structural separation of the infra-
structure from the services that operate over (it).

“Only then will it be possible to make intelligent
decisions on investment and government funding.
Competition needs predominantly to take place on a
services level — and only where this is economically
viable at infrastructure level.”

The report says Telstra has a 44 percent market
share at retail value and a 70 percent market share at
wholesale value. It dominates 95 percent of the mar-
ket profits. Annual growth for 2007 is estimated at 3
percent, dipping to just under that figure in 2008.

The report costs $895 for a single-user PDF.

$72 billion bonanza beckons

The company also plans to begin selling a 2GHZ ver-
sion of Xeon that uses 50 watts of power, less than half
the amount normally needed by server processors.

The 3GHz chips cost US$1172 each when bought in
batches of 1,000. The low-power 2GHz Xeons cost $380.

“We’ve really eliminated every reason not to go to quad-
core,” said Kirk Skaugen, a vice president in Intel’s dig-
ital enterprise group.

The developments come as Sun Microsystems has been
revealing details of The Rock, a planned new 16-core chip
due next year.

Sun predicts the Rock will be the first chip that uses
“transactional memory” to overcome data bottlenecks. It
is claimed to detect conflicts and repeat any operations
affected by them.

Flexi hours attract tech groups
CANBERRA — One in four high-tech companies in

Australia is looking to introduce flexible working arrange-
ments to combat the skills squeeze.

Results from the latest Survey of Salaries and Remunera-
tion Packaging in the Australian ICT Industry, released by
the Australian Information Industry Association, reveals
that 11 per cent of responding organisations are using flex-
ible work arrangements as an attraction and retention tool.

A further 25 per cent of companies surveyed may in-
troduce flexible work arrangements within the next six

months. “In a tight labour market, retention of talent con-
tinues to be a primary focus for high-technology compa-
nies in Australia,” says AIIA’s CEO, Sheryle Moon.

“Our research indicates that ICT companies are invest-
ing in creative employee attraction campaigns, such as
employee referral programs, to address skills shortfalls.
We’re seeing an increasing focus on ‘return to work’ pro-
grams for people that have been on parental leave, to-
gether with an emphasis on retaining mature workers.”

The voluntary attrition rate — which tracks the number
of permanent staff leaving an organisation — was 8.3 per-
cent, less than the 10.5 percent rate recorded over the pre-
vious survey period (March 2006–2007).

EDS to offer ‘green IT’ service
SYDNEY — EDS Australia MD Chris Mitchell today

will unveil a new service claimed to cut the carbon foot-
print of organisations by up to 40 per cent and hack their
technology infrastructure costs by as much as 30 per cent.

The “IT transformation service” developed by EDS will
lead to major infrastructure savings and greatly reduced
greenhouse gas emissions, the company claims in invita-
tions sent out for a media event in Sydney today.

Mitchell will be joined by EDS CIO Randy Fennel as
they jointly announce the IT carbon-reduction services at
EDS’s Sydney offices.

Big bucks in aviation automation
CANBERRA — Big bucks for new IT services are in

prospect as the Department of Transport and Regional
Services (DOTARS) reveals plans to replace many Aus-
tralian air-traffic radars and
ground navigation aids with
a satellite navigation and sur-
veillance system. Defence,
Airservices Australia and the
Civil Aviation Safety Au-
thority are cooperating in the
project. It will take advantage
of the US military’s move into
a new generation of GPS sat-
ellites (see next story).

Deputy PM and Minister for Transport Mark Vaile
launched a consultation paper to expand the use of auto-
matic dependent surveillance broadcast (ADS-B) and glo-
bal navigation satellite system (GNSS) avionics for air traf-
fic surveillance and aircraft navigation.

“We have an opportunity to introduce the biggest ad-
vance in Australia’s air traffic management in generations
in the use of ADS-B and GNSS” Vaile said. “ADS-B and
GNSS offer reduced fuel use and more accurate aircraft
tracking.”

From 2014, most aircraft operating in Australia will rely
on ADS-B for en-route surveillance and GNSS for en-route
and approach guidance at regional airports. ADS-B, which
now governs upper airspace will extend to most of Aus-
tralia’s busiest airspace.

“The proposal includes the provision of financial as-




